LAW  AND   PHYSIC

now, that in Henry James the House had got one of its
most brilliant debaters. Since that time I have fol-
lowed his career, as everybody must have done, with
interest and admiration, and even when the political
course which he felt bound to take brought him into
antagonism with the cause which I had most at heart, I
have always felt convinced that he acted but in obedi-
ence to the guidance of his judgment and his conscience.
The House of Commons is a heavy loser by the with-
drawal of such a brilliant swordsman from its field of
fight, and I do not suppose even Lord James of Here-
ford could do much to fasten attention upon the debates
of the House of Lords. I do not feel at liberty in these
* Reminiscences * to say much about the private doings
of any of those whom it has been my good fortune to
know, otherwise I could tell of generous and kindly
things done by Lord James where there was no possible
expectation of public praise to reward any sympathetic
action.

I have often felt that to an Irish Nationalist and an
advanced Radical like myself there is yet another griev-
ance against the House of Lords to be added to those
which we are in the daily habit of putting forward, the
grievance that it drains away from the House of Com-
mons its cleverest legal members. Any Member of the
House of Commons, whatever his political opinions, must
feel the grievance all the same, whether the man thus
withdrawn by a so-called elevation were Liberal or Con-
servative. The Representative House suffered a great
loss in this way when Henry Matthews became Lord
Llandaff, and a brilliant and powerful debater was thus
removed from the Chamber where the gift is really effec-
tive. I, for one, thought we could as ill afford to lose
him as we could afford to lose Sir Farrer Herschell when
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